Residential programs for persons with severe mental illness: a nationwide survey of state-affiliated agencies.
About 1,500 agencies responded to a nationwide survey of community residential programs affiliated with state departments of mental health that was conducted in 1986-87. The agencies served more than 59,000 individuals who had psychiatric disabilities in more than 16,000 residential settings. The results reveal rapid growth in the number of programs since 1980 and the availability of a broad range of residential programs. Group homes and supervised apartments were the most common types of residential programs identified in the survey. The most commonly offered services were social and recreational activities, medication supervision, and on-site crisis intervention. Programs also offered such services as client advocacy and case management. Most program staff did not have professional training in a mental health field.